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Release 1.5.1 Release Notes 


Important Information 


Avid recommends that you read all the information in these release 
notes thoroughly before installing or using any new software release. 


This document describes new features, hardware and software 
requirements, software installation instructions, and summary 
information on system and memory requirements. This document also 
lists known bugs and limitations. 


A NewsCutter Release 1.5.1 uses a new installer. Follow the 
installation instructions described in “Installing the Software” on 
page 12 to install Release 1.5.1 on your system. 
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Symbols and Conventions 


i} 


These release notes use the following special symbols and 
conventions: 


A check mark indicates a bug that has been fixed. 
An X indicates a known bug or limitation. Where appropriate, a 
workaround is provided. 


A note provides important related information, reminders, recommendations, 
and strong suggestions. 


A caution means that a specific action you take could cause harm to 
your computer or cause you to lose data. 


Bug Fixes in Release 1.5.1 


N 


Symbols and Conventions 


NewsCutter Release 1.5.1 contains the following bug fixes: 
The bug that caused NewsCutter to record only one frame of media as 
a result of certain workflows (also called the “Freeze Frame bug”) has 


been fixed. 


In Release 1.5, pressing the space bar when recording caused 
NewsCutter to crash. This bug has been fixed. 


Previously, NewsCutter stopped recording if you pressed the F3 key to 
add a locator. This bug has been fixed. 
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VY 


In the Record tool, the Auto Detect Timecode option sometimes lost 
sync with the linear timecode (LTC Input) source. This bug has been 
fixed. 


In Release 1.5, the luminance values for Input and Output were not 
correct for PAL Composite video. These values have been reset to the 
appropriate levels. 


Features in Release 1.5 


NRCS Tool 


Release 1.5 features many improvements to the NewsCutter 
application. The following sections describe these improvements. 


NewsCutter Release 1.5 includes the newly added NRCS tool. This 
tool connects to an Avstar server and allows you to access stories 
located on the server. Then, from within the NRCS tool, you can open 
the stories, edit the text, and save the changes. Finally, the NRCS tool 
saves even more time in bringing stories to air with the Build Sequence 
function, which automatically creates a sequence in the Timeline based 
on the duration of the story. 


For detailed information on using the NRCS tool, see the Avid 
NewsCutter Release 1.5 Getting Started Guide and the Avid NewsCutter 
Help. 


User Interface Improvements 
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This release of NewsCutter includes multiple user interface (UI) 
improvements. 


Features in Release 1.5 


Lassoing Operation 


Adding Filler 


Tape Naming 


Go to Edit Buttons 


Features in Release 1.5 
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Lassoing clips now works differently than in past versions of 
NewsCutter. You no longer enter Trim mode when lassoing part of 
two clips. In addition, the segments you have selected are highlighted 
as you select them. 


You can now quickly add one second of filler to your sequence: 


1. In the Timeline, place the position indicator to where you want to 
add the filler in the sequence. 


2. Alt+click the Add Edit button (Alt+H on the default keyboard). 


NewsCutter adds one second of filler at the position indicator. 


You must disable the Windows® Standard Alt Key Behavior option in the 
Interface Settings dialog box to use this function. 


The Digitize Setting dialog box now contains the option “Ask for name 
when a new tape is seen.” When you select this option, NewsCutter 
prompts you for a tape name when it encounters a new tape during 
the recording process. For more information, see “Naming tapes” in 
the Avid NewsCutter Help index. 


The Go to Previous Edit and Go to Next Edit buttons (A and S keys on 
the default keyboard) now move to every transition of selected tracks 
only. If you want to snap to every transition, regardless of track 
selection, press and hold the Alt key while pressing A or S. 
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Bin Editing Directly to the Timeline 


You can now use the Splice-in and Overwrite keys (V and B on the 
default keyboard) to edit a clip directly into your sequence. Highlight 
the clip in the bin and press the V or B key. NewsCutter edits the clip 
into the sequence at the position indicator. 


Rearranging Clips in Segment Mode 


When you rearrange clips in Segment mode, the clips now snap to 
transition points. If do not want to snap to a transition point, press and 
hold the Ctrl key while dragging the clip. 


In addition, with Extract/Splice-in Segment mode, the system extracts 
the selected segment from its old position and closes the gap left by its 
removal. You then splice the material back into the sequence at the 
newly selected location. 


Workspace Improvements 


Sticky Bins 
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If you have a tool open (for example, the Record tool) when you save a 
workspace, the tool will open automatically each time you switch to 
that workspace. 


The Bin Settings dialog box now contains the option Enable ‘Sticky’ 
Bins. When you select this setting, the Project window and Bin 
window move together in the UI and cannot be separated until the 
option is deselected. 


This option must be selected to save the positional information of the Project 
and Bin windows in the workspace. 


For more information, see “Sticky bins,enabling” in the Avid 
NewsCutter Help index. 
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Track Defaults 


NewsCutter now creates a new sequence with only the V1, Al, and A2 
tracks selected. To select additional tracks in your sequence, click the 
Track Monitor buttons. 


Playback Monitor Focus 


The external Playback (Client) monitor now keeps the focus of the 
Source/Record monitor. For example, if you have the Source monitor 
active, the Playback monitor will also show the Source monitor video. 


Placing Titles in the Timeline 


The Save Title dialog box now contains an option for placing the title 
into the Timeline upon saving it. 
To place a title directly into the Timeline: 

1. Create the title in the Title tool. 


2. Mark an IN point and an OUT point in the Timeline where you 
want to place the title. 


3. Choose Save Title from the File menu. 

The Save Title to Bin dialog box appears. 
4. Select Render and click the Place into Timeline check box. 
5. Click OK. 


For more information, see “Titles,saving” in the Avid NewsCutter Help 
index. 


J-K-L Key Operation 


You can now use the J-K-L keys to control playback for a deck. These 
keys function the same as they do for playback on the NewsCutter. For 
more information, see “J-K-L Keys,playback with” in the Avid 
NewsCutter Help index. 
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Timeline Settings 


You can save the Timeline settings (track sizes, color, and so forth) by 
choosing Save As from the pop-up menu at the bottom of the Timeline. 
You switch between different views by choosing the view from the 
pop-up menu. 


Record Tool Buttons 


In the Record tool, the Extract/Splice-in, Lift/Overwrite, and 
Voiceover buttons now blink when you activate them. 


Quick Effects Function 


NewsCutter now provides the Quick Effects function. To use this 
function, you first create a bin named Quick Effects. Then, create an 
effect you use often and add the effect (with its parameters) to the 
Quick Effects bin. When you click the Quick Effect button (formerly 
the Add Dissolve button), you can choose the effect from the Quick 
Effect dialog box. This feature saves you from having to re-create an 
effect you use multiple times in a sequence. 


You can use Quick Effects only for transition effects such as wipes or 
dissolves. 


For more information, see “Quick Effects,creating” in the Avid 
NewsCutter Help index. 
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Slip and Slide Trimming 


Slip and slide procedures are two unique Trim mode techniques that 
allow you to make frame-accurate adjustments to a selected clip. They 
occur without affecting the overall duration of the sequence or the 
sync relationships between multiple tracks. For more information, see 
“Trim mode;slipping or sliding clips” in the Avid NewsCutter Help 
index. 


Audio Hardware Settings 


You can now calibrate your audio hardware settings and your audio 
I/O peripherals to —14 dBFS (default), -18 dBFS, or —20 dBFS. For more 
information, see “Audio,changing audio hardware calibration” in the 
Avid NewsCutter Help index. 


Post to Playback Command 


If you have the AvidNet'” Transfer Tool installed on your NewsCutter 
system, you can now access the Post to Playback command by 
right-clicking in the Timeline. 
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Hardware and Software Requirements 


NewsCutter requires the following minimum system configuration: 
¢ Windows NT® Workstation Version 4.00 Service Pack 3, 4, or 5 
¢ 128 MB of RAM 

The Service Pack installed on your system is sufficient for using NewsCutter. 
If you prefer to install a higher Service Pack, the system will continue to 
function normally. 
To verify the version of the operating system and RAM: 


1. Double-click the My Computer icon. The My Computer window 
opens. 


2. Choose About Windows NT from the Help menu. 


The About Windows NT dialog box appears and displays the 
version of Windows NT, the Service Pack, and available memory. 


3. Click OK to close the dialog box. 


Turning On the System 


When you start your Windows NT system, you have a choice of two 
configurations: 


e Windows NT Workstation Version 4.00 
e Windows NT Workstation Version 4.00 [VGA Mode] 
Choose VGA Mode to install the Truevision® TARGA® DV2000 driver. 


Choose the standard configuration (not VGA Mode) to install and use 
NewsCutter. 
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Installing the Software 


The Truevision TARGA 
DV2000 driver is 
Version 1.1. 


The following sections explain how to install the NewsCutter 
software: 


¢ Removing an Existing NewsCutter Application 

e Installing the Truevision TARGA DV2000 Driver 

e Installing the NewsCutter Application Software 

¢ (Option) Copying Existing Project, User, and Site Information 

e Running AvidStartup 

¢ (Option) Configuring a Second Paging File 

Avid recommends checking the Customer Service and News + Publications 
sections of the Avid Web site at www.avid.com for the latest FAQs, Tips & 


Techniques, Broadcast Update, important software updates, and other Avid 
online offerings. 


If you recently received a NewsCutter from Avid and are setting it up 
for the first time, you only need to install the NewsCutter application. 
If you are installing the NewsCutter application on a system where the 
internal drive was just formatted and Windows NT was installed 
recently, you must install the Truevision TARGA DV2000 driver before 
the application. 


Removing an Existing NewsCutter Application 


Installing the Software 


If you are currently running NewsCutter on your Windows NT 
operating system, you will need to remove this application before 
installing NewsCutter Release 1.5.1. To remove an existing 
NewsCutter application: 


1. Save existing project, user, and site information. 


2. Uninstall the NewsCutter application. 
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Saving Existing Project, User, and Site Information 


aN 


The Project, User, and Site settings currently on your NewsCutter 
system are removed when you uninstall NewsCutter. To keep your 
current settings, you must save the information before you uninstall 
the NewsCutter application. 


To save your settings: 


1 


. On your Windows NT desktop, double-click My Computer. 
2: 


Navigate to the drive where you have NewsCutter installed. The 
default drive is C:\ Program Files\ Avid \NewsCutter. 


. Copy the following folders to another directory on your system or 


to a floppy disk: 
e Avid Users 
e Avid Projects 


e Settings 


Uninstalling an Existing NewsCutter Application 
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To uninstall an existing NewsCutter application: 


1 


. Click the Start button, point to Settings, and then click Control 


Panel. 


The Control Panel opens. 


. Double-click Add/Remove Programs. 


The Add/Remove Program Properties dialog box appears. 


. Select NewsCutter from the list of programs, and then click 


Add/Remove. 


. A Confirm File Deletion message appears. 


. Click Yes. 
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Installing the Truevision TARGA DV2000 Driver 


This procedure is not necessary if you are installing the NewsCutter software 
on a new system. 


To install this driver, you must choose VGA Mode when starting your 
system. For more information, see “Turning On the System” on page 11. 
To install the Truevision TARGA DV2000 driver: 
1. Close all Windows NT applications. 


2. Insert the Avid Installation compact disc into the CD-ROM drive, 
and then: 


a. Double-click the My Computer icon. 

b. Double-click your CD-ROM drive. 
. In the Avid Technology window, click Installers. 
. Click Install TARGA DV2000. 
. In the Truevision Setup window, click Next. 


. In the Product Type Inquiry window, select TARGA DV2000 and 
click Next. 


nH oO FF W 


7. Click Next to accept the default location. 
C:\Targa2K 


8. In the Setup Program Folder window, select the default folder 
(Targa2k), and click Next. 


The driver is installed, and a Readme window opens. 


9. Read the information in the window, and close the window when 
finished. 


10. A message asks if you want to restart the computer now. Click No, 
and then click Finish. 
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Running the Driver Executable 


To run the executable driver file for your system: 


1. Browse to the location where you saved the file. The default 
location is: 


C:\Targa2K\ Misc \ Install 
2. Double-click loaddrv.exe. 


The driver installs. When the installation is finished, a Status 
window opens and informs you the driver was loaded. 


3. Click OK. 


Applying the Video Driver 


To apply the driver: 
1. Right-click on your desktop. 
2. Choose Properties from the shortcut menu. 
The Display Properties window opens. 
3. Click the Settings tab in the Display Properties window. 
4. Click Display Type. 
The Display Type window opens. 
5. Click Change. 
The Change Display window opens. 
6. Click Have Disk. 


7. Browse to the location where you saved the file. The default 
location is: 


C:\Targa2K\ Winnt\ Display 
8. Select Dvroem.inf and click Open. 
9. Click OK in the Change Display window. 
10. Click OK in the Installing Driver window. 
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11. 
12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 
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Click OK in the Display Properties window. 
Click Yes to restart the computer. 


When Windows NT restarts, a message will appear, stating that 
you have invalid display settings. 


Click OK. 


Open the Properties window as previously described, and select 
the following in the Settings tab: 


¢ Color Palette — True Color 

e Desktop Area — 1024 by 768 pixels 
e Font Size — Small Fonts 

¢ Refresh Frequency — 75 Hertz 
Click OK. 


Installing the NewsCutter Application Software 


LN Before installing NewsCutter Release 1.5.1 on your system, you 
must uninstall any previous releases that reside on your system. See 
“Removing an Existing NewsCutter Application” on page 12 for 
detailed instructions. 


To install this driver, you must choose the standard configuration (not VGA 
Mode) when starting your system. For more information, see “Turning On 
the System” on page 11. 


To install NewsCutter software: 


1. Close all Windows NT applications. 


2. Insert the Avid Installation compact disc into the CD-ROM drive, 


Installing the Software 


and then: 


a. Double-click the My Computer icon. 
b. Double-click your CD-ROM drive. 
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In the Avid Technology window, click Installers. 


4. Click Install NewsCutter. 


oO: 
6. 


In the NewsCutter Setup window, click Next. 


In the License Agreement window, click Yes. 


7. In the Choose Destination window: 


8. 


10. 
11. 
12. 


- If drive C is the only drive you have, accept the default and 
click Next. 


- If you have two internal drives (or a second partition on your 
drive C), Avid recommends that you install on the secondary 
drive or partition for optimum performance of the 
NewsCutter application. 


In the Application Data Location window, indicate a location for 
the application files. If you have an external SCSI drive, Avid 
recommends that you install these files on this drive. 


To change the default path: 
a. Click the Browse button. 
b. In the Path text box, type the SCSI drive. 
c. Click OK. 


d. A message asks if you want to create the folder. Click Yes. 


. In the Setup Type window, select an option: 


- Select Custom to choose the components you want to install. 
See “Performing a Custom Installation” on page 20. 


- Select Typical to install all components except for the serial 
driver for VTR emulation. This is the recommended 
installation. 


After you have selected an option, click Next. 
Click Next. The installation begins. 


When the installation is complete, a message asks if you want to 
restart. Click No, and then click Finish. 
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Copying Existing Project, User, and Site Information 


This procedure assumes you followed the instructions described in “Saving 
Existing Project, User, and Site Information” on page 13. 


To copy existing Project, User, and Site information to your newly 
installed NewsCutter system: 
1. On your Windows NT desktop, double-click My Computer. 


2. Open the directory or floppy disk where you copied the existing 
Project, User, and Site information in step 3 of “Saving Existing 
Project, User, and Site Information” on page 13. 


3. Copy the contents of the Avid Projects folder to the following 
location, depending on where you installed NewsCutter: 


drive:\ Program Files\ Avid\ NewsCutter \ Avid Projects 


4. Copy the contents of the Avid Users folder to the following 
location, depending on where you installed NewsCutter: 


drive:\ Program Files\ Avid\ NewsCutter\ Avid Users 


5. Copy the contents of the Settings folder to the following location, 
depending on where you installed NewsCutter: 


drive:\ Program Files\ Avid\ NewsCutter \Settings 


Running AvidStartup 


AvidStartup is a utility that you should run after you connect a drive 
or other peripheral to your SCSI port, or after you install a new version 
of the NewsCutter software. 


The AvidStartup utility sets the Avid MediaDrives, attached to the 
SCSI accelerator board, for the optimal read and write performance. 


The utility does not make any changes to non-Avid hard drives. 


A Do not allow this utility to run automatically. In certain situations, it 
might cause your system to crash. 
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To run AvidStartup: 


1. 


Click the Start button, point to Settings, and then click Control 
Panel. 


The Control Panel opens. 


. Double-click Services. 


The Services dialog box appears. 


. Click Avid Startup. 
. Click the Start button. 


The AvidStartup splash screen appears while the utility runs. 


. Restart your system. 


Configuring a Second Paging File 
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Avid systems are shipped with a paging file on the internal drive. If 
you experience “out of virtual memory” errors or unusually slow 
response times, you may need to create a second paging file on the 
first external drive partition. 


To configure a second paging file: 


1. 


Click the Start button, point to Settings, and then click Control 
Panel. 


The Control Panel opens. 


. Double-click System. 
. Click the Performance tab. 


. In the Virtual Memory section, click Change. 


The Virtual Memory dialog box displays the number of drives 
attached to the system. 


. Select the first external media drive. 


. Set Initial Size to the size of physical memory. 


Installing the Software 
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7. Set Maximum Size to the size of physical memory. 
8. Click Set. 
9. Click OK. 

10. Click Close. 


11. The system asks if you want to restart your computer. Click Yes. 


Performing a Custom Installation 


You can perform a custom installation to install particular files from 
the installation CD-ROM. For example, you might want to install only 
the serial drivers. You can also reinstall an individual component of 
the NewsCutter system if it becomes lost or damaged. 


Depending on which file or application you want to install, the Avid 
Installation CD-ROM provides two different procedures for installing 
the components from the CD-ROM: 


¢ Selecting the component from the Avid Technology window 


You can install Executive Producer, which is a shot-logging 
application, or the Sentinel® drivers from the Avid Technology 
window that opens when you insert the Avid Installation 
CD-ROM into the CD-ROM drive. 


e Using the Custom option in the Avid NewsCutter Installer 
To perform a custom installation by using the Custom option: 


1. Follow step 1 through step 7 in the procedure “Installing the 
NewsCutter Application Software” on page 16. 


2. In the installation window, click Custom and then click Next. The 
Select Components window opens. 
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3. Select the components you want to install. A check mark indicates 
the component is selected. You have the following component 
choices: 


¢ NewsCutter — Installs the NewsCutter application and all the 
necessary supporting files 


e Avid Utilities — Installs the utilities files and programs that 
support NewsCutter 


¢ Help Files — Installs the NewsCutter Help files 
4. After you have selected the components to install, click Next. 


5. In the Application Data window, indicate a location for the 
application files. If you have an external SCSI drive, Avid 
recommends that you install these files on this drive. 


To change the default path: 
a. Click the Browse button. 
b. In the Path text box, type the SCSI drive. 
c. Click OK. 
d. A message asks if you want to create the folder. Click Yes. 
6. Click Next. The installation begins. 


7. When the installation is complete, a message asks you if you want 
to restart. Click Yes, and then click Finish. 


Windows NT Maintenance and Recovery 


Before you begin using your NewsCutter system, you need to set up 
user accounts and create backup disks of system configuration files. 
The following sections serve as a guide in preparing the necessary 
elements in case of a system failure: 


e Setting Up User Accounts 
¢ Creating Windows NT Setup Disks 
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¢ Creating a Windows NT Repair Disk 

e Using the Windows NT Repair Disk 

e¢ Using the Windows NT Boot Disk 

¢ Saving the Disk Configuration 

You need to create the setup, backup, and recovery disks described 


in this section to facilitate proper Windows NT recovery or to 
rebuild in the event of a failure. 


Setting Up User Accounts 


Avid ships your NewsCutter system with the following two accounts 
enabled: 


e Administrator 
e AvidTechnology 
These accounts have Administrative privileges. Avid recommends 


setting up individual, nonprivileged user accounts after integrating 
the system into the workplace environment. 


Creating Windows NT Setup Disks 


Create a set of Windows NT Setup disks before using your system. 
These disks are required to successfully reinstall Windows NT 
Workstation 4.00. 


To create the setup disks: 


1. Format three 2.0-MB high-density disks by doing the 
following: 


a. Insert a 2.0-MB high-density disk into the disk drive. 
b. Double-click the My Computer icon on the desktop. 
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c. Right-click the 3 1/2 Floppy (A:) icon to display the menu. 


d. Choose Format from the menu and ensure the capacity box 
reads: 


3.5” 1.44MB, 512 Bytes /sector 
e. Click Start to begin the format process. 
f. Repeat this procedure for the remaining two disks. 
2. Insert the Windows NT distribution compact disc. 
3. Click the Start button, and then click Run. 
The Run dialog box appears. 
4. In the Open text box, type: 
x:\i386\winnt32 /ox 


(The variable x: is the drive letter corresponding to your CD-ROM 
drive.) 


5. Click OK. 


6. Follow the instructions in the dialog boxes to complete building 
the disks. After the disks are created, you can abort the remainder 
of the installation procedure. Store the disks in a safe location. 


Creating a Windows NT Repair Disk 


The Windows NT repair disk is essential to successful restoration of a 
user system in the event of a damaged operating system component. 
The emergency repair disk (ERD), as it is sometimes called, should be 
updated any time a change to the operating system has occurred. This 
can happen whenever hardware is added or applications have been 
installed. 


The repair disk does not restore applications or device drivers. 


Instead, it holds copies of the user environment, software associations, 
passwords, and information about the system configuration. 


Part 0130-04518-01 Rev. A Windows NT Maintenance and Recovery 


24 


Release 1.5.1 Release Notes 


Every system ships with an Avid Operational ERD, which was created 
after all Avid-specific integration was completed. This disk should be 
used as the end-user ERD and should be updated or re-created 
whenever a system hardware or software change is made. 


This disk was created under the following conditions: 


- All Avid-recommended hardware, drivers, and applications 
were successfully installed and tested, and the system was as 
close to the shipping configuration as possible. 


To create or update an ERD: 
1. Click the Start button, and then click Run. 
The Run dialog box appears. 
2. In the Open text box, type: 
rdisk /s 
3. Click OK. 
Do not use the Windows NT Explorer to execute rdisk because you 
do not save the Default, Sam, and Security registry config files when 
you choose the Update option. Make sure you create repair disks by 


executing rdisk from the Start menu to ensure you save all the 
necessary config files. 


4. You are instructed to insert a high-density disk (2.0MB HD DS) in 
the disk drive. Insert the AVID Operational ERD. The disk will be 
formatted, and the appropriate files will be copied to the disk. 


5. Exit the Repair Disk Utility. Store the repair disk in a safe, dry, 
static-free location. 


Using the Windows NT Repair Disk 


The repair disk restores only registry data in the event of accidental 
user file deletion, operating system corruption, or other configuration 
problems. It does not restore your applications or other essential files. 
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If the system disk is reformatted and a new copy of Windows NT is 
installed, your applications will require reinstallation. 


To use the repair disk, you must initiate a Windows NT Setup by 
booting the Setup disk #1. You will be given an option to perform a 
repair operation during this process. 


Using the Windows NT Boot Disk 
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Creating a Windows NT boot disk might permit access to the system 
drive if Windows NT will not start. Should a problem arise with the 
system drive master boot record (MBR) or from accidental deletion of 
the files in the root directory (C:\), it might be possible to access the 
drive to correct the problem without having to restore from the 
Windows NT distribution media. A Windows NT boot disk has been 
included with your system. 


The Windows NT boot disk is not a replacement for a proper backup of the 
disk. 
To use the boot disk: 

1. Insert the boot disk into drive A (floppy drive). 


2. Boot the system and allow the floppy drive to read the files. If the 
system does not access the floppy drive during boot, the boot 
order might be set improperly in the system BIOS. It should be set 
to boot from the floppy drive first. 


3. If Windows NT does not start normally, another method will be 
needed to restore the system. 


If the problem is caused by root directory or MBR corruption, 
Windows NT should start normally. 


4. Check for missing files in the root directory or repair the MBR. 
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Saving the Disk Configuration 


Whenever changes are made to the disk configuration on a system, 
such as changing drive letter assignments, the disk configuration 
should be saved to a disk. This permits a successful restoration of the 
disk configuration if a hardware failure or other problem occurs. This 
information is also saved as part of the repair disk process. 


Save the disk configuration after you install all the software. 


To create a disk configuration disk: 


1. Click the Start button, point to Programs, point to Administrative 
Tools (Common), and then click Disk Administrator. 


The Disk Administrator dialog box appears. 


2. From the Partition menu, point to Configuration, and then click 
Save. 


3. Insert a formatted high-density disk in the floppy drive and 
click OK. 


The disk configuration information is copied to the disk. 


4. Label this disk and store it in a safe location. 


To restore the disk configuration: 


1. Click the Start button, point to Programs, point to Administrative 
Tools (Common), and then click Disk Administrator. 


The Disk Administrator dialog box appears. 


2. From the Partition menu, point to Configuration, and then click 
Restore. 


3. Insert the saved disk configuration disk and click Yes. 


This will copy the disk configuration information into the registry. 
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Network Configuration 


Your Windows NT system is shipped with TCP/IP installed and 
DHCP enabled. The first time you start your system with the network 
enabled, DHCP will search the network to automatically assign an IP 
address. If the system cannot assign an IP address, you need to 
configure the system for an address. 


Suggestions for Optimum Performance 
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The following list contains suggestions for ensuring optimum 
performance when running NewsCutter on Windows NT: 


¢ Your NewsCutter system supports only the following applications 
running simultaneously: 
- NewsCutter 
- AvidNews™ 
-  AvidNet Transfer Tool 
-  Tektronix® Media Manager 
¢ Donot enable the Windows NT Display setting “Show window 


contents while dragging.” This setting hinders redraw 
performance on the NewsCutter. 


¢ Do not leave the Console window open when you are editing. 
NewsCutter performance slows considerably when the Console 
window is open. 


¢ Do not leave a Windows NT Explorer window open. Explorer will 
try to update the icons and sizes. 


¢ Do not run an e-mail application. 


¢ Do not run any application that periodically “wakes up” and 
performs an action (for example, virus scanners and disk fragment 
utilities). 


e Disable screen savers. 
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e Disable networking if your site does not require networked 
operation. 


¢ Do not insert a compact disc in a drive during operation. Most 
CD-ROM drives and software perform an autoscan or autostart 
operation. 


Avid NewsCutter ships with Autorun disabled. 


¢ Do not keep media on an IDE drive (such as drive C). 


e Always disable system sounds in the Windows NT Sounds control 
panel. 


e Always use small fonts with the display driver to avoid missing 
characters in the application dialog boxes. 


e After unmounting a drive in NewsCutter, you should restart your 
system. Windows NT will not remove the drives from My 
Computer on your desktop until you restart the system. 


e After moving a drive from one system to another, you should 
restart your system. Windows NT will not recognize the drive 
until you restart the system. 


e¢ To ensure you do not accidentally delete locked items through 
your desktop, right-click the Recycle Bin icon on your desktop and 
choose Properties. In the Recycle Bin Properties window, click the 
Global tab. Select the option “Display delete confirmation dialog.” 


e When you are advancing by single frames through the Timeline, 
turn off Render On-the-Fly in the Clip menu to enable faster 
response time. 


¢ Donotname files with special characters (/ \:?” <> | +) because 
Windows NT does not recognize special characters in file names. 
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Supported Drives for Real-Time Effects 


Avid recommends using any of the following drives to enhance 
real-time effect playback capability: 


¢ MediaDrive iS18™ 
¢ MediaDrive rs9™ 
¢ MediaDrive rS18™" 

If NewsCutter does not recognize your drive, contact Avid Customer Support 
for the latest information concerning supported drives. For more information 


on contacting Avid Customer Support, see “Technical Support Information” 
on page 38. 


Software Files and Utilities 


This section describes information specific to the utilities included 
with your NewsCutter system. 


AvidStartup Utility 


AvidStartup is a utility that you should run after you connect a drive 
or other peripheral to your SCSI port, or after you install a new version 
of the NewsCutter software. 


The AvidStartup utility sets the Avid MediaDrives, attached to the 
SCSI accelerator board, for the optimal read and write performance. 


The utility does not make any changes to non-Avid hard drives. 


Ls Do not allow this utility to run automatically. In certain situations, it 
might cause your system to crash. 


For instructions on running AvidStartup, see “Running AvidStartup” 
on page 18. 


Part 0130-04518-01 Rev. A Software Files and Utilities 


30 Release 1.5.1 Release Notes 


Avid Video I/O Utility 


The Avid Video I/O Utility updates the firmware inside the Avid 
Meridien I/O box and Avid NewsCutter. However, you should use 
this utility only after being advised by your Avid Reseller or by Avid 
Customer Support. Customer Support will provide access to updated 
files bundled in the utility if necessary. 


Unless you are experiencing problems, Avid does not recommend updating 
your firmware. The updated firmware may perform tasks differently from the 
previous revision. 


Documentation Changes and Additions 


The following sections describe changes and additions to the 
documentation shipped with your NewsCutter system. 


Bin Editing Description 


The Avid NewsCutter Getting Started Guide and the Help both 
incorrectly describe the application’s behavior when you drag a clip 
from a bin to the Timeline. The correct behavior is as follows: 


When dragging a clip from a bin to the Timeline, you can place the 
clip anywhere in the sequence. To make the clip snap to the 
position indicator or to an IN or OUT point, press and hold the 
Ctrl key while you drag the clip. 


Product Collaboration Description 


The Avid Products Collaboration Guide provides step-by-step 
instructions for transferring files between Avid products. The second 
edition of this book, which is included with your NewsCutter system, 
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does not fully cover interoperability between NewsCutter systems and 
other Avid systems. 


Table 1 contains compatibility information for moving projects to 
NewsCutter Release 1.5. The Avid Products Collaboration Guide 
provides more detailed instructions for transferring projects. 


A known issue for NewsCutter Release 1.5 is the inability to import 
compositions or bins containing AIFF-C audio. This issue affects clips with 
and without media. You can send video and audio clips, or bins containing 
video and audio, as long as the source audio format is WAVE. 


Table 1 


Source 
Application 


Symphony” 
Release 2.0 or 2.1 


Media Composer® 


Release 9.0 or 9.1 
(Windows NT) 


Media Composer 
Release 8.0 or 8.1 


(Macintosh®) 


Media Composer 
Release 7.1v2 or 7.2 
(Macintosh) 
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Compatibility with NewsCutter Release 1.5 


Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
only) 


Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 


Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
only) 


Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 
Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
only) 

Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 


Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
only) 


Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 
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Table 1 Moving Project Files to NewsCutter Release 1.5 (Continued) 


Source Compatibility with NewsCutter Release 1.5 
Application 

Avid Xpress® DV Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
Release 1.0 only) 

(Windows NT) Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 

Avid Xpress Supported: Audio, Compositions, Bins (WAVE audio 
Release 3.0 or 3.1 only) 

(Windows NT) 


Not Supported: Native Video, Audio (AIFF-C) 


You can import Native Video through OME, but the import time is lengthy. 
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Table 2 contains compatibility information for moving projects from 
NewsCutter Release 1.5 to another Avid product. 


Table 2 Moving Project Files from NewsCutter Release 1.5 
Source Compatibility with NewsCutter Release 1.5 
Application 

Symphony Supported: Native Audio, Compositions, Bins 
Release 2.0 or 2.1 


Not Supported: Native Video 


Media Composer Supported: Native Audio, Compositions, Bins 
Release 9.0 or 9.1 5 : 

(Windows NT) Not Supported: Native Video 

Media Composer Supported: Native Audio, Bins 


Release 8.0 or 8.1 : ; a 
(iaemntosh) Not Supported: Native Video, Compositions 


Media Composer Supported: Native Audio (AIFF-C), Compositions 


Release ree Onis Not Supported: Native Video, Bins 


(Macintosh) 

Avid Xpress Supported: Native Audio, Compositions, Bins 
Release 3.0 or 3.1 : ; 

(Windows NT) Not Supported: Native Video 
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Known Bugs and Limitations 


This section describes known software and hardware bugs and 
limitations. When a workaround exists, it appears in the paragraph 
directly following the bug description. The bugs are listed in the 
following categories: 


e General 


e =6Bins 
e Editing 
e = Effects 


e Importing 


¢ Recording 


General 


x You cannot move User settings from Release 1.5 to Release 1.2 and 
then back to Release 1.5. 


4 You do not receive a warning when you duplicate media at the 
operating system level. Therefore, Avid cannot guarantee that you 
will relink to the original drive. 


xX Occasionally, switching between PAL and NTSC projects causes 
NewsCutter to issue the error message “Track 5 not found.” You 
must quit the application and reopen the project to continue. 


Workaround: When switching between PAL and NTSC formats, you 
must select a project with the different format, and then quit 


NewsCutter and restart the application. 


xX The Active Palette option does not allow you to use all buttons in 
the Command palette if the pop-up monitor is the active window. 
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If a bin set to Frame view contains a real-time (unrendered) motion 
effect, NewsCutter issues the error message “Exception 
SF_CONS_UNEXP_SS” if you try to print the bin. 


Workaround: Print the bin in either Text or Script view. 


Occasionally, if you mark an OUT point by using an external edit 
controller during VTR play emulation, the NewsCutter UI does not 
update to show the OUT point. 


Workaround: If you press the Stop button on the external edit 
controller, the OUT point is updated on the NewsCutter UI. 


When you exit Shuttle mode, the pointer snaps to the edge of the 
Source/Record monitor. 


When you are editing using VTR play emulation, NewsCutter 
sometimes reports a sync error in the external edit controller. This 
problem occurs because NewsCutter does not sync up quickly 
enough. 


With the option Show Headframes selected, layering a clip exactly 
on top of a clip on another video track causes the headframe on the 
“bottom” clip to be a duplicate of the “top” headframe. For example, 
if you have a clip on track V1 and place another clip on track V2 at 
exactly the same spot, the clip on track V1 will display the same 
headframe as the clip on track V2. 


If you create a sequence and add an audio dissolve at the end of the 
sequence, you can adjust the Audio Automation Gain levels all the 
way through the audio dissolve only the first time. If you delete the 
automation gain keyframes, and then try to adjust the gain again, 
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NewsCutter allows you to adjust the levels only up to the point where 
the audio dissolve begins. 


Workaround: Remove the audio dissolve before adjusting the Audio 
Automation Gain levels. 


Effects 


x The Flip and Flip-Flop effects result in jitter during playback. The 
Flop effect does not have this problem. 


xX If you import a graphic with a black background and place a Luma 
Key effect on the graphic, you cannot completely turn off the 
keying, even when the gain level is set to zero. 


Workaround: Import the graphic using a white background. 
Alternatively, for a cleaner keying effect, create and import the graphic 
as a matte key. 

4 Certain effects (for example, Picture-in-Picture, Mask, and Resize) 
cause the image in the Source/Record monitor to invert when you 
open a Settings window. 

Workaround: Only the image on the monitor is affected, not the actual 


media. To restore the image, close the Settings window and update the 
Source/Record monitor by advancing one frame forward. 


Importing 


4 Importing an AIFF file without an extension into NewsCutter causes 
the system to crash. 


Workaround: Add the .aif extension to all AIFF files before importing. 
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Recording 


4 If you are using an external routing switcher with your NewsCutter 
system, and you click the Toggle Source button in the Record tool 
before changing the input source to the routing switcher, 
NewsCutter will issue the following exception: 


This drop frame timecode not supported. 
[\coresw \core \utils \TCcore.c966] 


Workaround: Change the input source to the routing switcher before 
clicking the Toggle Source button in the Record tool. 


4 During a digital cut (in Insert Edit mode), if NewsCutter encounters 
a short break in timecode, it might not recognize the break. This 
problem occurs only when the timecode after the break is close 
enough to the original timecode that it still appears to be valid. For 
example, if the timecode at the break is 01:04:10:00 and the starting 
timecode after the break is 01:04:45:00, NewsCutter might not 
recognize the break. 


x During a record across a timecode break (using the option in the 
Digitize Settings dialog box), a “Video is too complex” error might 
appear. This error occurs if you use the control track option, such as 
during a batch record. 


Workaround: To avoid the error, mark the IN point on the tape at least 
2 seconds before the timecode break. 


4 If you disconnect and then reconnect the incoming video source 
while you are in Record mode, you should close the Record tool and 
reopen it. If you do not perform this action, the color may not lock in 
properly in the Record tool. 
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Technical Support Information 


If you require technical assistance and are currently covered under an 
Avid Assurance support contract, you may call our technical support 
representatives at 800-800-2843 from 8 A.M. to 8 P.M. local time, 
Monday through Friday. If you are not covered or are due for renewal 
of your Avid Assurance support contract, please contact Avid 
Assurance Contract Sales at 800-949-2843, option #6. International 
customers may contact either their Avid Reseller or local Avid office 
for assistance. 


As an Avid Assurance customer, you are entitled to access technical 
support information and product information, as well as the latest 
news from our Web-based Knowledge Center. Simply navigate to 
www.avid.com and select Customer Service. 


If you need help locating the reseller or Avid office nearest you, please 
visit our Web site at www.avid.com/misc/dealer.html. Customers in 
the United States and Canada may obtain this information by calling 
the Avid Customer Relations Desk at 800-894-5654. 
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Copyright and Disclaimer 


Product specifications are subject to change without notice and do not represent a commitment on 
the part of Avid Technology, Inc. The software described in this document is furnished under a 
license agreement. The software may not be reverse assembled and may be used or copied only in 
accordance with the terms of the license agreement. It is against the law to copy the software on any 
medium except as specifically allowed in the license agreement. Avid products or portions thereof 
are protected by one or more of the following United States patents: 4,746,994; 4,970,663; 
5,045,940; 5,063,448; 5,077,604; 5,245,432; 5,267,351; 5,309,528; 5,325,200; 5,355,450; 
5,396,594; 5,440,348; 5,452,378; 5,467,288; 5,513,375; 5,528,310; 5,557,423; 5,568,275; 
5,577,190; 5,583,496; 5,584,006; 5,627,765; 5,634,020; 5,640,601; 5,644,364; 5,654,737; 
5,701,404; 5,715,018; 5,719,570; 5,724,605; 5,726,717; 5,729,673; 5,731,819; 5,745,637; 
5,752,029; 5,754,180; 5,754,851; 5,781,188; 5,799,150; 5,812,216; 5,828,678; 5,842,014; 
5,852,435; 5,883,670; 5,889,532; 5,892,507; 5,905,841; 5,912,675; 5,929,836; 5,929,942; 
5,930,445; 5,930,797; 5,946,445; D352,278; D372,478; D373,778; D392,267; D392,268; D392,269; 
D395,291; D396,853; D398,912. Additional U.S. and foreign patents pending. No part of this 
document may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and recording, for any purpose without the express written 
permission of Avid Technology, Inc. 


© 2000 Avid Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. 


Attn. Government User(s). Restricted Rights Legend 


U.S. GOVERNMENT RESTRICTED RIGHTS. This Software and its documentation are “commercial 
computer software” or “commercial computer software documentation.” In the event that such 
Software or documentation is acquired by or on behalf of a unit or agency of the U.S. Government, 
all rights with respect to this Software and documentation are subject to the terms of the License 
Agreement, pursuant to FAR §12.212(a) and/or DFARS §227.7202-1(a), as applicable. 


Trademarks 


AirPlay, AudioVision, Avid, Avid Xpress,CamCutter, Digidesign, FieldPak, Film Composer, HIIP, 
Image Independence, Marquee, Media Composer, Media Recorder, NewsCutter, OMF, 

OMF Interchange, Open Media Framework, Pro Tools, and Softimage are registered trademarks and 
888 I/O, AniMatte, AudioSuite, AutoSync, AVIDdrive, AVIDdrive Towers, AvidNet, AV|Dstripe, 

Avid Unity, AVX, DAE, D-Fi, D-FX, D-Verb, ExpertRender, FilmScribe, Intraframe, iS9, iS18, iS23, 
iS36, Lo-Fi, Magic Mask, Matador, MCXpress, MEDIArray, MediaDock, MediaDock Shuttle, 

Media Fusion, Media Illusion, MediaLog, Media Reader, MediaShare, Meridien, NaturalMatch, 
OMM, QuietDrive, Recti-Fi, rS9, rS18, Sci-Fi, Sound Designer II, Symphony, tools for storytellers, 
Vari-Fi, and Video Slave Driver are trademarks of Avid Technology, Inc., or its subsidiaries or 
divisions. 


Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the United States and other 
countries. Sentinel products are registered trademarks of Rainbow Technologies, Inc. TARGA and 
Truevision are registered trademarks of Truevision, Inc. Tektronix is a registered trademark of 
Tektronix, Inc. Windows and Windows NT are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All 
other trademarks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. 


Avid 


tools for storytellers ™ 


Copyright and Disclaimer 


40 Release 1.5.1 Release Notes 


Copyright and Disclaimer Part 0130-04518-01 Rev. A 


